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an Anglo-Egyptian " condominium; " for support by Great Britain to an
application on the part of Egypt to enter the League of Nations. The outstanding
feature of the treaty was the alliance established between Great Britain and
Egypt, henceforward to be free and equal partners, recognising their dependence
upon each other, their direct interest in each other's security, by reason of their
peculiar political position in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Canal Zone, the
Red Sea. The Italian conquest of Abyssinia had a good deal to do with this
happy solution of the " Egyptian Question/'

North America came more and more into the affairs of England as the reign
continued. Canada developed from the two provinces of the Durham Report
to the Dominion of 1867. The powers thus established for Canada in the British
North America Act of this year became the pattern of " Dominion Status "
all over the Empire. The Queen suffered greatly at sea, and found even the
passage to Ireland extremely troublesome. She never crossed the Atlantic;
but the Prince of Wales (subsequently King Edward VII.) visited Canada in
1860.

With the United States the Queen's Government had at first cool relations
which developed very considerable friction in 1846 (Oregon) and 1861 (the Civil
War) and then gradually improved until genuine and permanent cordiality
was established in the last years of the reign, although there was something of
a " scare " in 1895-97 over Venezuela. The Oregon question was an old one,
for since about 1818 the British and United States Governments had been joint
possessors of this land which at that time comprised the present territory of the
state of Oregon and much of British Columbia. By 1846 it was clear to every-
body that the British-American " condominium," practicable only when the land
was frequented merely by hunters and a few traders, must now be given up.
A sharp dispute arose over the division of the British (that is, Canadian)
and the United States area, but at last a treaty signed by the British minister,
Pakenham, and the Secretary of State, Buchanan, at Washington on i5th
June 1846, settled the frontier line. If the United States received somewhat
unexpectedly the whole of the Columbia River, the British received the whole
of the island of Vancouver. The news of the signature of the Pakenham-
Buchanan treaty, which was in doubt almost up to the last moment, arrived at
London on the same day (zgth June 1846) as the Prime Minister, Sir Robert
Peel, made his speech, announcing the resignation of the Government, in the
House of Commons. He wrote to the Queen: " The defeat of the Government on
the day on which they carried the Corn Bill, and the receipt of the intelligence
on the day on which they resign, are singular coincidences/1 The Government
had been defeated on 25th June, the day on which the Corn Laws Repeal Bill
passed the House of Lords. It resigned on zgth June. .

In the last year of Mr Buchanan's presidency, the Prince of Wales visited